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Aspidogyne grayumii Ormerod , sp . nov. 
TYPE: COSTA RIC A. Puntarenas: Jard in 
Botanico Wilson, W side of Rio Jaba , ca. 1.5 
km SW of Las Cruces de Coto Brus, 
11 00- 1200 m, 2 1 January 1989 , M . Graywn 
9267 (Holotype: MO). Fig . I. 

Ajjinis A. tuerckheimii (Schltr.) Garay sed 
fo liis tesse/latus (non concoloribus) et epichilo 
j7oribus late obovatis (non transverse ellipticis) 
differ! . 

Occasional terres trial herb . Rhi zome terete , 
rooting at nodes, ca. 4 x 0 .15-0.20 em; intern
odes 0.6- 1.0 em long. Stem erect, terete, 5-
leaved, ca. 4.9 x 0. 15-0.40 em; internodes 
0.6- 1.0 em long. Leaves obliquely ovate-ellip
tic, acute to subacuminate, upper surface with 
squarish to rectangular blotches of milky green, 
5.6-6 .3 x 3 .1 5- 3 .50 em; petiole and sheath 

1.8-2.2 em long. Inflorescence erect, pubes
cent , pinkish , 27 .5 em long; peduncle 13. 1 em 
long; sheath ing bracts 3 , lax, I .1-1 .5 em long; 
rachis densely many-flowered , 14 .4 em long; 
fl oral bracts lanceolate, acute, ca. 0 .7 x 0 .2 em. 
Pedicellate ovary cy lindric-fusiform , glabrous, 
ca . 4- 5 mm long; capsule thickly fusiform, ca. 
8 x 2.5 mm . Flowers glabrous, color not 
known. Dorsal sepal ovate- lanceolate, obtuse, 
3.8 x 1.3 mm . Lateral sepals obliquely oblong, 
obtuse, 4 .1 x 1.5 mm . Petals obliquely oblance
olate, obtuse, 3.5 x I mm . Labellum spurred, 
tri lobed,joined to column for 0.9-1 .0 mm; spur 
e llipso id in lateral view, obovoid in dorsal 
view, obtuse, 2 mm long, 1.5 mm wide dor
sall y; hypochile subcircul ar unspread , concave, 
apices triangular, subacute, 1.0-1 .9 mm long , 
ca . 1.9 mm wide spread ; epichile late obovate, 
acute , 2 x 2 mm , 0.2 mm wide at jo in with 
hypochile. Column 1.95-2.00 mm long. 

Distribution: Costa Rica. 
Habitat: forested slope , 11 00-1 200 m. 
This spec ies is simil ar to A . tuerckheimii 

(Schltr.) Garay but it differs in hav ing tessel
lated leaves, fl owers with a labellum hypochile 
that has free tr iangular apices and an late obo
vate epichile. In A. tuerckheimii the leaves are 
plain green , the fl owers have a hypochile that 
lacks free tips and the epichile is transversely 
e lliptic. 

Another similar spec ies is A. utriculata 
(Dress ler) Szlach . which also has tessellated 
leaves but its fl owers have a larger 3.5 mm long 
spur, obliquely ovate-lanceolate petals and a 
labellum in which the hypochile appears to be 
poorl y differentiated fro m the epichile . 

Also A. stictophy/la (Schl tr.) Garay is very 
similar to A. grayumii but it may be di stin
guished by its ovate to ovate-lanceolate leaves 
which are green and usually spotted with white. 
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FIGURES 1-4. Aspidogyne species. 1 , A. grayumii . A , plant; 8 , flower; C, flower minus tepals; D, lateral sepal; 
E. petal ; F, labe llum and spur; G , column (drawn from holotype). 2 , A. popayan.ensis . A , plant; 8 , flower; 
C, dorsal sepal; D, petal ; E, lateral sepal ; F, column; G , labellum and spur (not to scale) (drawn from halo
type). 3 , A. tuerckheimii (Schltr.) Garay. A , plant; 8 , flower; C , flower minus tepals ; D, column; E, labellum 
and spur (not to scale); F, dorsal sepal; G , petal ; H, latera l sepal (drawn from L.P. Kvi st and Asanza 40788 , 
AAU). 4, A. zonata. A, plant; 8 , flower minus tepals; C, dorsal sepal; D, lateral sepal; E, petal ; F, column; G, 
labellum and spur (not to scale) (drawn from holotype). 


